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— GENTLEMEN, 


I ERE has lately appeared a Pamphlet 
which is inſcribed to the Officers of 
the Firſt Regiment of Foot Guards, 
ad is entitled“ The Caſe of Nicholas Nu- 
gent, Eſq;” who has lately thought fit to 
'ithdraw himſelf from the ſervice by a volun- 
ry reſignation ; which, as he himſelf ſtates, 
as a neceſſary conſequence of the conduct of 


B his © 


his ſuperiors towards him at a particular eri- 
| 


i 
*| 
*1 
| 
"v 
| 


ſis. I have no right to queſtion the propriety. 
or impropriety of his reſignation ; but I am to 
lament that this Gentleman had not confined 
himſelf to the purpoſe which he ſeems willing 


to avow, That of explaining his conduct to the 


Officers of the Firſt Regiment of Guards 
alone, which I preſume might have been effect- 


ed as well without aſſuming the province of a 
public writer, ſince that meaſure ſeems to call 


upon me for a Counter-Appeal through the 


ſame channel, in deſpite of my humble abili- 


ties. Although the tide of news-paper cen 
ſure, as well as the preſent Pamphlet, leem 


to have borne harder upon me, in ' conſe; 
quence of a late diſcloſure, than I think I hay: 


deſerved; yet I do not recolle& to have beet 


any where pointedly criminated, fo as to admi 
of a direct defence. Cenſure ſeems to hay 


been contented to dwell in general in reproache 
at large, and to condemn my conduct as totall 


unworthy ; ſo that I am reduced to the alter 


3 
nativ 
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native of ſtanding up ſpecifically an accuſer of 
nyſelf, in order to bring a detail of circum- 

Fances before the Public, upon which my con- 

luct will, I hope, appear not merely innocent, 

wt in ſome degree commendable. It ſeems to 

ave been attempted to impreſs the Public with 

n idea, that, in that diſcloſure I had betrayed 


he confidence of a friend from mercenary mo- 


ves; and Mr. Nugent's Pamphlet ſeems to im- 
ort that I had, in connecting his name with 
at diſcloſure, officiouſly involved him (to uſe 
is own phraſe) in an awkward buſineſs in 
hich he could have no concern. 

Theſe heavy charges, I apprehend, are not 
pported either in point of argument or facts. 
Suppoſe a perſon, upon the fingle circum- 
ince of having dined with me in company at 
third place ſix years ago, or from the circum- 


nce of his having been obliged to diſmiſs 
acial ſervants for outrages committed upon 


Dd 


„ in juſtice to his own reputation, which 
"ld have ſuffered by their continuing in em- 


B 2 ploy, " 


N 
ploy,—or from the mere circumſtance of the ſam 
country's having given birth to us both, — hac 
taken into his head to invite me into a privat 
room abruptly, and without preparatory cere 
mony there to diſcuſs a State Plot, with a vie 4 
to try my credulity, or to put my ſecrecy t 3 
the proof; might I not be at liberty to. ridicul 
his impertinence to any body, or any where 
Or ſuppoſe that very perſon, on no bette 
ground, ſhould aſſume the man of conſequenc 
and impart to me a deſign of meaſures to | 
really adopted and intended to diſturb the trai 
quillity of the Public, and, if poſſible, to ſubve 
the preſent Government, with a view to n 
taking an active part in thoſe meaſures, in brea 
of * * allegiance and duty: — what right 


* ARgTICLE oF WAR. Sect, II. Murixv. Article IV. 


* Any officer, non- commiſſioned officer, or ſoldier, who b. 
« preſent at any mutiny or ſedition, does not uſe his utmoſt 


e deavour to ſuppreſs the ſame, or coming to the knowledge of 


* mutiny, or intended mutiny, does not without delay give ir” 


mation thereof to his commanding officer, ſhall be puniſhec 
* a court martial with death, or otherwiſe, according to the na 
Hof his offence,” 9 
10 {i 


- 


covery ? 


9 rn , 


fuch a man to ſtyle himſelf my friend, or what 
claim has he to my confidence ? And why ſhould 


J not put his inſolence and temerity into a di- 


rect line of chaſtiſement by an immediate diſ- 


— 


But what was the fact? As ſoon. as I had 
received the leſſon, I paſſed on to the Orderly 
Room of the Firſt Regiment, to. ſpeak to Gene- 
ral Craig concerning a recruit: but being in- | 
formed he (the General), would not be at the 
Orderly Room till. near Two, and having. 


half an hour to ſpare, I called in upon Captain 
Nugent, who had the Tilt-yard guard, that day. 


Every officer knows, that a perſon ſo ſtationed. 
is very little liable to the impertinence of inter— 


ruption by ſurpriſe.; and ftill leſs. fo to. the 


annoyance of eves-droppers; ſo that I am to- 
diſclaim all remembrance of the caution of 


* locking the door on my part; which, as this: 
Gentleman was not abſolutely aloney I fancy he: 


* Page 5, Nugent's Caſe. 5 
WA 


Was too old a ſoldier to have neglected himſelf. 
The circumſtance is of fo very trivial a nature, 
that I ſhould not have noticed it, had it not 
ſeemed to have been introduced by the other 
nde, merely to give birth to a malignant infinu- 
ation of my having premeditatedly ſought to in- 
volve Mr. Nugent in what he is pleaſed to call 
% an awkward buſineſs, in which he had no con- 
| © cern:” whereas the fact is, that the propoſal, 
| which had been juſt before made to me in the 
| city, was imparted to him from the communi- 
cative impulſe of unreſerved intimacy, to learn 
his ſentiments, whether to laugh it over as a 


matter of abſurdity, or whether to report it in 
the profeſſional line of duty to General Craig, as 


a matter of danger and alarm. The communi- 
cation did not however take place till Mr. 
Nugent had previouſly diſengaged himſelf from 
his company, and had walked out to the Parade ; 
when, on my relating to him the converſation 
which I had that morning with Mr. 2. 


in the city, he exclaimed in anſwer, Good 
9 « God! 


FI. 


U' RJ 

% God! This reminds me of a converſa- 
« tion which I had the other day with a Gen- 
« tleman: he invited me to dinner; where I 
« expected to have met with a jolly party, but 
« was ſurpriſed to find ourſelves rete-d-tete, and 

that he entertained me the whole time with 

«© queſtions about you; as, What power you 

« had in the Tower? and Whether, as Adju- 


c tant, you had not an opportunity of making 
« yourſelf popular with the men?” I an- 
ſwered Mr. Nugent, that my information had 
gone ſo far as to import, that there had been 
already Fifteen hundred Pounds diſtributed 
among the men, to diſpoſe them to mutiny ; but 
that I had forgot the name of the perſon em- 
ployed on this ſervice. Mr. Nugent, on this, at- 
tempted to aid my recollection, and ſaid, A 
Major with a foreign name; and on my de- 
manding, with ſurpriſe, © Why, do you know 
** him?” he anſwered, La Belliar, or ſome ſuch 
name ; which immediately ſtruck me, as having 
a ſimilitude of ſound to that which I had a little 


before 


cc 


[871 
before heard in the city. He continued, 
ce They” (ſpeaking in the plural number) © have 
been tampering with me too. They” (ſtill 
plural) © aſked me, if I had not an opportunity 
«© of making myſelf popular with the men?” 
He was proceeding to this effect, and (as I believe) 


verbatim as I have related, when Mr. Mowe the 
regimental ſurgeon (knowing that I waited to ſee 
the General) came up to tell me, that the Gene- 
ral was then at the Orderly Room. Upon this 
Mr. Nugent preſſed me to deſiſt from my pur- 
poſe of communicating to the General what had 
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been imparted to me in the city: a requeſt of 
which I am the more perfectly exact, as I ſeemed 
to heſitate, and to temporize upon it; and as 
it was repeated with this remarkable memento, 
« Conſider the conſequence of having your 
name carried down to poſterity with infamy, 
e as the betrayer of your country !” It was this 
injunction, uttered in the language of ſolicitude 
and concern, which diſpoſed me to view the in- 


formation given me in the city, in a light more 
ſerious 


194 

rious and conſequential than I had at firſt 
Ihought it; and as pregnant with miſchief, 
Perhaps with real danger to the Royal Per- 
n, and the peace of ſociety. And it was un- 
2 Wer the impreſſion of this idea, that I inſtantly 
I Eauitted myſelf of the duty due to my profeſ- 
J on, by diſcloſing to my immediate ſuperior in 
4 e profeſſional line, the ſubſtance of what has 
en at firſt related, with the addition that my 
formation was not incapable of collateral ſup- 
1 ort, as an application of ſomething of the like 
| t dency had been made to another officer 
Meaning Nugent) in the ſame corps. This 
4 p of mine has been cenſured, even by men of 
Moderate: principles, as young and | precipitate : 
6 Pile party clamour has had recourſe to inven- 
| Þn, and under the ſuppoſal of habitual inter- 
1 urſe of friendſhip and mutual good offices 
1 ween Mr. — and myſelf, has branded | 
conduct with the opprobrious epithet, of 
Facberous, | in reſpect to confidence, and as cor- 
L Pr, in reſpect to Government. I ſhall not take 
1 3 gun 
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upon myſelf to determine, whether this aa 1 
not imply a tacit avowal, that deſigns, dangerous 00 
to Royalty, and the preſent Government, were 

really entertained. But ſuppoſing the fact of * 

an intimacy (which never exiſted), will any man c 
ſay that private conſiderations can or ought to " 
ſuperſede thoſe of duty to the Public ? 5 
In my preſent ſituation, I could not poſſibly be * 

influenced by mercenary views, in the perform- 
ance of my duty. How could a military man , 

hope to maintain his ground in the army, who 1 N 
ſhould be capable of the baſeneſs and profligac) * 
of preſenting himſelf, for any gratification, upon nie 
the footing of an informer? Admitting an ambi- aff 
tion to deſerve well of the State, Government ha = the 
no finecures for youth rifing into manhood. 19 * 
would be contra- official to inveſt a youth, like 1 
myſelf, with an appointment of dignity and truſt. q ” 


And how is it poſſible for a man of common un 
derſtanding even to dream that Adminiſtration 
would affront fo many men of high deſcent 


2 great 


great alliances, and important political intereſt, 


as are my ſeniors in the Guards, by an act of 


ſuperceſſion, in compliment to me, who am a 
mere ſoldier of fortune, without intereſt of any 


kind whatever; ; and all this for an act, which is 


ſo far from meritorious, that it is in fact only 
commendable, as it exhibits a proof of thorough 
ſenſe of duty, and a firm reſolve to adhere to 
it on all occaſions. 


I have ſtill ſome * for Mr. Nugent, and 
can therefore both pity and forgive the miſerable 
attempt which he in particular has made, to 
ridicule and to ſcandalize my conduct in this 


affair, by an invention“ of puerilities, which, if 
they had eſcaped me, it was his duty as a friend 


to have concealed, And I am unaffectedly 
ſorry, that this miſtake in printing, what he 
himſelf is pleaſed tocall the private converſation of 
friends, ſhould prove ſo egregious a contradiction 


* Page 6 and 8, Nugent's Caſe. 
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to his exulting boaſts of having pee mu- 
tual confidence inglotate. in every nn and 


? extremity. 


=o 


But to return : General Craig - attended to: 


what J had to offer, and, after having heard me 
out, teſtified his ſurpriſe and contempt of the 


madneſs and folly of ſuch a project. He de- 
clined being privy to the name of the perſon from 


whom my information was derived: And I cloſed 
with remarking, however wild and Rm} 


the project appeared, there ſeemed, to my | 
humble apprehenſion, ſomething of a method 
and connection in the means. which had been: | 


ſuggeſted, for carrying it into execution: that 


Mr. N. whoſe leave I had obtained to name him 


on the occaſion, had been diſcourſed. upon the 


ſubject by a perſon who ſeemed to have taken. 


an intereſting concern in the buſineſs, and could. 


ſo far corroborate what I had offered: that I was: 


content to haye acquitted myſelf of my duty in 
having ſubmitted it to my Commanding Officer; 


6. but 


«MR * 


we 


* 


| 1 

- but 0 it muſt remain with him to judge, 
whether to carry it higher or to let the matter 
lie dormant until ſome overt act, tending to the 
realization of ſuch a plan, ſhould afford better 
ground for a poſitive and direct information. It 
appears, that however extravagant or romantic 
the project ſeemed to General Craig, that Officer 
did not think that private judgment ought to 
interfere with his duty to the Public; and that 
it was therefore ineumbent upon him to carry 
the information given by me, and in a great de- 
gree corroborated by Mr. N. to a . 8e 
cretary of State. 


4 The Public is already in poſſeſſion of the par- 
ticulars tranſacted at the office of this Miniſter, 
who J hope will not be offended, if J appeal to 


him, as I now do, as voucher not only to the ten- 


derneſs, but alſo the firmneſs and conſiſtency of 
my conduct in reſpect to Mr. „on repeated 
examinations. From the Earl of Rochford, who 
has ſuſtained the character of an Official Mini- 


fſter 


111 . a one ever — Saane 105 re- 
ludantly, when an examinant proves obſtinate 
andi refractory 7 I have, therefore, no keuchte. 

for his Lordſhip's politeneſs, nor ſhall I tranſ- 
greſs upon the patience of the Public, about the 
great man's condeſcenſion in belpeaking, per- 
miſſion to.+ dreſs before me, or in recommending 
his chocolate in” preference. to tea from the 
Coffee-houſe at St. James's. 1 have already 
diſclaimed every idea of pretence to eclat, from 
underſtanding my duty, and my prompt obe- 
dience to the dictates of it; ſo that it only re- 
mains that I anſwer the . of this Addreſs 
in a few words, by inſiſting, as I now do, that 
the parallel conduct of Major General CE, 
who was early initiated into the ſervice, aol 
has paſſed all his life in the army, from the 


commiſſion. of Enſign, through the progreſlive 1 


gradation up to his preſent rank of General 
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_ own integrity, and ſet the malice of party at 


officer, to that of myſalf ; in exadtly the Pl 


nicety of ſituation, am@hts to proof politive,, 
That the ſteps I took in reſpect to Mr, ———'s 


application to me, was not only, perfeAtly i cor 
rect, but that it was indiſpenſable z for it is not 


enough for me, that, conſcious of the purity of 
my intentions, I can wrap myſelf up in my 


defiance z but it is eſſential to my repoſe, that 
the diſpaſſionate and well diſpoſed part of the 
community ſhould be convinced by argument, 


That, whatever may be the bent of my inclina- 


1 


of duty and . * 


— 


4 0 


TowWwz R, ä . 
March 25th, 1776. by 


F. RICHARDSON. 
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tions, I ated as I have done, from che coertion _ 


